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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 03337 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, WB, GW, US, UK, UR, FR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET STATEMENT ON EC VOCATIONAL CENTER 

1. THE BONN GROUP HAS AGREED ON THE FOLLOWING PRESS LINE 
FOR PRESS QUERIES REGARDING ALLIED REPLY TO THE SOVIET 
COMMUNICATION OF FEB. 6 ON THE EC VOCATIONAL CENTER: 

QUESTION: HAVE THE ALLIES RESPONDED TO THE SOVIET 
COMMUNICATION? 

ANSWER: WE DO NOT THINK IT APPROPRIATE TO COMMENT 
PUBLICLY ABOUT CONFIDENTIAL DIPLOMATIC CON- 
TACTS THE ALLIES MAY HAVE WITH SOVIET REPRE- 
SENTATIVES. 

REGARDING THE VOCATIONAL CENTER ITSELF, THE 
POSITION OF THE THREE POWERS CONTINUES TO BE 
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THAT THEY HAVE NO OBJECTION TO THE ESTABLISH- 
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MENT OF THE CENTER IN BERLIN. 

2. OBJECTIVE, OF COURSE, IS TO PLAY DOWN MATTER AND 
AVOID INSOFAR AS POSSIBLE ANY FOCUSING BY PRESS ON IDEA 
THAT BALL NOW IN SOVIET COURT REGARDING ANY FURTHER 
INITIATIVES ON SUBJECT. 

HILLENBRAND 
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